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WAR WITH GERMANY? 

Is there to be war between the United States and 
Germany? The relations between these two 
countries are very much strained, and there is a 
chance that the strain will increase. In times of 
such stress it is difficult to think and speak dispas- 
sionately. Honest men and true are profoundly 
stirred, but most men are thinking and speaking of 
the situation, for the most part, in superficial terms 
of detail and prejudice. Pro-this and pro-that, pan- 
isms, including pan-piffle, blind or befog their out- 
look upon the matter. How is it to be? 

On and after February 18, 1915, the waters sur- 
rounding Great Britain and Ireland, including the 
English Channel, were declared by Germany to be a 
"war zone," and, because of the "misuse of neutral 
flags by England," neutral ships were warned of 
danger. Germany based her act upon England's 
"unjustifiable policy" of "starving the German peo- 
ple into submission." Our Government then offi- 
cially notified Germany that it "views the possibili- 
ties with grave concern." Fine questions presented 
themselves. "Are the new undersea war craft sub- 
ject to an international law which prevailed before 
submarines were thought of?" "How can subma- 
rines take captive merchant vessels before a prize 
court?" "What is the ethics of sinking captured 
vessels?" "In the light of the new methods of 
destruction what is to be done with neutral and 
enemy cargoes?" "What constitutes international 
good manners in attacking and sinking ships? In 
caring for ships' papers? In measures of retaliation 
and confiscation? In exporting arms? In captur- 
ing and killing generally?" 

Then came the sinking of the British steamship 
Lusitania, May 7, 1915, and the loss of many Ameri- 
can lives. Unfortunate, terrible, and unlawful; to 
this all happily enough agree. The American Gov- 
ernment then said officially to Germany that it 
"views Germany's actions with growing concern, dis- 
tress, and amazement," and added that Germany 
"would be held to a strict accountability for any in- 
fringement of our rights." The United States fur- 
ther explained that the lives of neutral citizens can- 
not lawfully be put in jeopardy when on unarmed 
merchantmen; that it is incumbent upon Germany 
first to visit and search vessels that she may ascertain 
if the vessel is really belligerent or carrying contra- 
band. Then, in the language of "fairness," "rea- 
son," "justice," "humanity," Germany was substan- 
tially notified to do three things : first, to disavow the 
sinking of the Lusitania; second, to make reparation 
for it; and, third, to prevent the recurrence of any 
similar act. The Imperial German Government, in 
reply under date of July 8, sent a note to the United 
States which quite failed to meet any one of the three 
points at issue. So, July 21 , the United States reit- 
erated the principle of the freedom of the seas, of first 
ascertaining the character and cargo of the merchant- 
men before seizing and destroying, and of the rights 
of non-combatants. The American note went fur- 
ther and insisted that the Government of the United 



States would continue to contend for its rights upon 
the seas, "from whatever quarter violated without 
compromise and at any cost." It closed with these 
significant words : 

"Friendship itself prompts it (the United States 
Government) to say to the Imperial Government 
that repetition by the commanders of German naval 
vessels of acts in contravention of those rights must 
be regarded by the Government of the' United States, 
when they affect American citizens, as deliberately 
unfriendly." 

Now, suppose the sinking of the Lusitania is not 
disavowed, that reparation is not made, and, worst of 
all, that other American lives are sacrificed? In 
short, suppose a "deliberately unfriendly" act of Ger- 
many is committed? What then? We judge the 
next step would be to sever all diplomatic relations 
with Germany. This, however, could not be consid- 
ered an act of war. We have severed diplomatic 
relations with other nations heretofore and without 
war. There remain the expedients of non-inter- 
course, diplomatic pressure, and ultimately the device 
of judicial decision too rational, we fear, to receive 
serious consideration at this time. 

But, suppose further, that we were to declare war 
against Germany? Would it accomplish for us any 
one of the three things we are after? Does any one 
believe that Germany can be coerced into disavowing, 
making reparation, or preventing recurrence? War 
would simply compound the felony a thousand-fold 
and get us nowhere the while. Our Government is 
not to be swept from its feet by the wild clamor of 
any unthinking mob. ' America wishes no war with 
Germany. There will be no war between the United 
States and Germany. 



OUR PROGRAM 



The accredited peace movement advocates neither 
wild nor impossible schemes. Its main assumption 
is and always has been simply that war as a means of 
settling international disputes represents a barbaric age ; 
that it is an insane and intolerable nuisance. It as- 
sumes that war must therefore be curtailed and out- 
lawed that it may take its proper place along with 
piracy, the duel, trial by torture, and the like. Our 
program has consistently maintained that war will be 
abolished only by supplanting it by a better and more 
sensible method ; in short, that there must be a substitute 
for it. It has maintained and still continues to main- 
tain that this substitute must take the form of an Inter- 
national Legislature and an International Judiciary. 

It is true that the pacifists aim to examine and inter- 
pret the facts of international relations with all the wis- 
dom and kindliness that they can bring to the task. 
They aim to belittle across the world the wild spirit of 
international anarchy; but the chief aim is, and always 
has been, to bring the two main principles into the realm 
of convictions with men and women. They would that 
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these convictions may end in a high consecration in be- 
half of a rational world organization. This is the peace 
movement. It is nothing more. It is certainly nothing 
less. 

Our program is not therefore "dangerous" ; it is not a 
"supine peace-at-any-price," "non - resistant" propa- 
ganda; it is not an "unpatriotic enterprise. On the 
contrary, it is the supreme interest of self-respecting 
persons everywhere. It is the one great field for gen- 
uine, political, and patriotic courage. For it is not that 
we are afraid even of war, of blood, of carnage, or of 
death ; it is that we are sick and tired of wrongs, of in- 
justice, of savagery, and of hatreds. 

And this program is coming to its own. Silly mis- 
interpretations are being cleared away. Men and 
women, not only in neutral but in belligerent lands, 
are beginning to think unitedly at last in international 
terms. It is clear, now, that we must shake off this 
monstrous curse that blights our world so often with its 
withering breath. The need of right thinking and high 
behavior on the plane of humanity is apparent to all of 
us now. Men and women are coming to subscribe to- 
gether in God's name to the righteous program in behalf 
of international justice, for without justice we are in a 
sad case indeed. Never in the history of the world was 
there a greater program founded upon a profounder 
need, nor a greater opportunity for human co-operation, 
self-sacrifice, and intelligence. 



SOME ENEMIES OF THE PEACE MOVE- 
MENT 

Against the effort to overcome the loathsome crime 
of war is the spirit of exaggerated nationalism, 
often mere chauvinism — ignorant, arrogant, and self- 
assertive. It was this spirit which led Persia to extend 
her hand in a vain grasp for a world empire. It was 
this spirit that built up the Roman Empire but to de- 
stroy it again. It was this spirit that animated Charle- 
magne, who labored so gloriously in the rebuilding of 
that same world empire that it grew and lived, but only 
so long as did he. The Mohammedans, the Tartars, 
Spain, Great Britain experienced this lofty but unat- 
tainable ambition. We see it in all its splendor and 
failure in Napoleon Bonaparte. Louis Napoleon thought 
he had it. Russia was defeated at the hands of Japan 
because of it. It is back of the war now upon us. 

Then there are the breeders of international hatreds, 
themselves born out of blind racial antipathies, bigoted 
religious intolerance, and mistaken commercial fears 
and rivalries. To these must be added the evils grow- 
ing out of jealous autocracies, often in favor of war, 
that they in turn may hold undisputed their benumbing 
sway. Out of these autocracies has grown the mistaken 



policy of secret diplomacy, aiming at impossible equi- 
libriums and balances of power — undemocratic and 
vicious. 

There are the crass and circumscribed "statesmen" 
who practice just plain injustice and dishonor, who tear 
treaties, conventions, and promises into shreds, who lie 
and steal and killin the name of empire and of a sick- 
ening patriotism. 

Now all of these are but the outgrowth of the patho- 
logical condition of a rapidly increasing co-operation 
and interdependence of European States, with no ade- 
quate means of protecting, regulating, and controlling 
these relations save force, a condition we now know to 
be pure world anarchy. This condition of uncontrolled 
communication has promoted frictions, suspicions, and 
hatreds. The international structures of Europe have 
succumbed to this anarchy. Protective measures by one 
nation simply led to protective measures by another and 
then by another, until protection by the one simply spelt 
aggression for the others. Thus irrational war has fol- 
lowed, as it always tends to follow, irrational life. 

Out of such a condition in Europe have developed the 
inflated patriotism, natural fears, and militarism which 
is itself a threatening cancer. This lack of effective 
organization made possible the impass between Austria 
and Servia in July, 1914, brought Germany into con- 
flict with Russia, France, and finally with England, in- 
deed brought eleven nations of the world into unrea- 
soned and unreasoning war. It was out of this lack of 
organization that sprang the serpent of Tenedos that 
attacked, throttled, and destroyed the unoffending La- 
ocoon — Belgium. Suspicions, fears, hatreds, conflicts, 
slaughters are aiming the ax at the very root of modern 
civilization because men have lacked the brains to or- 
ganize their States with any adequate regard for the 
ordinary laws of justice, order, and common decency. 



OUR IMMEDIATE PERSONAL RESPONSI- 
BILITY 

If we are to retain the ground won by man in his up- 
ward climb, we must strive at last to recognize and 
perform our international duties. We must study, in- 
terpret, and take home to ourselves in all sincerity and 
sobriety the lessons being set before us. We may, for 
instance, advertise the blessings of that democracy which 
gives to us our opportunities to attain our permanent 
satisfactions of health, play, education, culture, charac- 
ter, vocation, children, worship, love, service. 

The time is upon us when we, the people of a united 
world, must plan for a more perfect union, establish 
justice, insure domestic tranquillity, provide for our real 
defense, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves 
and our posterity around the globe. We, the people of 



